
           T h e  M a g i c  o f  L i f e  B u tt  e r f l y   H o u s eCate r p i ll  a r Ca re

The Magic of Life Butterfly House, CwmRheidol, Aberystwyth, Ceredigion, Wales SY23 3NB  Tel 01970 880928  www.magicoflife.org

The Magic of Life Trust was set up to increase public appreciation of plants, insects and the natural world.

Atlas Moth Care

Atlas moths come from South East Asia and are some of the largest moths in the world.  These 
caterpillars will enable you to see the full life span of a moth through its many changes.  The 
adult moth is stunning with brown and pink colouration.  

Keep your small caterpillars in a plastic container lined with kitchen paper.  Keep the box out 
of direct sunlight.  Provide fresh privet every day.  You can also use lilac but it is best not to 
change their diet once they have started eating.  Each day, maintain hygiene by changing the 
paper and the droppings.  Never pull a caterpillar off a leaf as this can damage their claspers; it 
is best to cut around the caterpillar and place it and the leaf in the clean box. 

When they are about 1–2 cm long, you can place the caterpillars on to cut privet shoots stand-
ing in a plastic bottle filled with water.  Wrap a small band of toilet paper a little way up the 
privet stems and place in the bottle, making sure that the stems are in the water.  The toilet 
paper will plug up the bottle opening so that the caterpillars do not drown.    Each day, remove 
the stripped twigs of privet and replace with fresh ones.  Do not try and pull the caterpillars off 
their twigs – simply put them back in with their twigs among the fresh foliage.  The caterpil-
lars will not wander off their plants unless they have run out of their food.

The caterpillars will change their skins five times as they grow.  They will stop eating for a 
couple of days before the skin changes.  Some caterpillars have problems getting out of their 
old skins – if this is the case it would be a good idea to raise the humidity.  You could place the 
whole bottle and leaves inside a closed cardboard box, which is kept damp.

As the caterpillars get larger, they will need bigger sprays of foliage to eat.  When they are 7 
or 8 cm long and about as thick as a man’s thumb, the caterpillars will start spinning a cocoon.  
First though, they will stop eating and void a mass of dark fluid.  It is best at this stage to sepa-
rate them and put them in a plastic box or ice cream box with some dead leaves.  
They will spin their cocoons in the box.  It is important not to change the direction of the box 
they are in for a few days.  After this period you can pin the cocoons up so that when they 
emerge the moth has adequate space to pump up its wings.  The moths take 4 - 5 weeks to 
emerge depending on temperature.  The wings take an hour to expand.  You should be warned 
that they can squirt a fluid out when the moth is first disturbed!  Unless you have seen an ac-
tive pairing take place, most eggs that are laid are not fertile.  Moths can lay up to 70 eggs so 
think before leaving a female in the same room as a male.

The adult moths will live two to three weeks and need very little looking after.  They need no 
feeding and just need some material (curtains) to hang on to.  


